“Peace 1s absurd: Fascism does not believe in it.”
- Benito Mussolini
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Benito Mussolini predicted early in the 1930s that the 20" Century would become “the century of fascists” —
his words can hardly be disputed, with his many WWII cohorts ruling around the world like Adolf Hitler,
Ante Paveli¢, Vidkun Quisling and Francisco Franco; but also those who successfully used the language and
rhetoric of the fascist lexicon to gain power following those horrific war years like what existed in our
southern states under Jim Crow leadership such as George Wallace, Governor of Alabama, enforcing state
sanctioned segregation and disenfranchisement against our own African American citizens. Also,
worldwide in countries like Juan Peron of Argentina, Haiti’s Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier, Libya’s
Muammar Gaddafi, and Idi Amin the 'Butcher of Uganda one of the 20" century’s most reviled figures.
However, can we not argue that this abhorrent leadership style and propaganda has not spilled over into the
21* century? With repeated slogans claiming our ‘enemies’ poison our blood, and they are animals and
vermin? Over and over we hear these repeated accusations like within France's fascist Front National who
recently won 25% of the country's vote in 2014, also within the People's Party in Denmark, the Patriot Front
in the United States, Greece's Golden Dawn party, Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, and within the Prime Minister of
Ethiopia’s Abiy Ahmed recent reign of terror there. Currently in America, there are factions using these
very same words in recent interviews, on campaign signs and in their speeches. One can only pause today
and ask ourselves: is peace absurd?



“I am ever hopeful that if the court has a blind spot today, its eyes will be open tomorrow.”

- Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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| need some brightness and light in my life right now. | have been plagued by darkness as a sufferer of depression and
anxiety, and one of the first things my PTSD counselor tells me to do is “Don’t watch the news!” Apparently, it is one of
the highest causes of anxiety for veterans—how we constantly watch the news and then suffer from it. It's
understandable, right? There have been many reasons, especially as a woman, that is horrifying lately. Especially
legislation, | mean actual laws are being changed and made that are affecting what we, as a gender, can do with our own
bodies. Its appalling to think we could go into a clinic or hospital and realize we don’t have control over what could or
will be done with or to our bodies. So who do we look for to protect us and our next generation? Of course it’s the most
iconic queen of all: RBG “l am ever hopeful that if the court has a blind spot today, its eyes will be open tomorrow.” Yes
gueen, yes. This is what our representative democracy is all about. There is a brighter future out there — what my art
piece is about, it might not make sense, but it’s beautiful. Like America. It’s what we make it. We can make it better. Our
voices matter. Our future matters. It’s as beautiful as we make it.



